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Is: moment of general alarm, it is no leſs 
the wiſh than the duty of every ſincere 


friend of his country, to aſſiſt, according 


to his ability, in warding off the threat- | 
ening, danger: _ Impreſſed with this idea, 77 
the author of the following pages 1s willing 1 
to contribute his mite in a way which he 
conceives moſt likely to prove effeftual. 


Having been no mnattentrve obſerver of the 


events which have reduced the kingdom to 
its pre eſent calamtous fituation, he ventures 
. A 2 2 
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to oy defi the pubic the a of his 
| elections, | 


If the | mk he has offered ſhould 
excite attention, and prepare the way, 
however imperfettly, for adopting ſome 
ſucceſsful plan of pacification, his end will 
be fully accompliſhed, =» 


| PEACE 


I AnGan Englithman,: dopromhicg the 

age of ſixty, of which period, more than 
half has been ſpent in active commerce: 
and I have now in ſomo meaſure retired 
frem buſueſss.. ; 


ny mats fo ho enjoyed life in tranquil- 
lity under our happy conſtitution, which, 
with all its defects, I have regarded as 
nearer to perfection than any that ever ex- 
iſted ; I certainly entertain for it a ſincere 
affection; and am always ready to Tontri- 


bute, to the utmoſt of my power, to- 
A 3 | wards, 


. 


wards its ſupport ; in the hope of tranſ- 


mitting its bleſſings to my children and 
their ee 0 


8 have been engaged in a line of com- 
merce, which has allowed my being 
perfectly independent on government; 
and my own moderation has ever in- 
clined me to avoid, as much as poſſible, 
all violent party queſtions. 


Accuſtomed, in my ſpeculations, to 
weigh with equal balance the advan- 
tages and diſadvantages of every under- 
taking, I can with eaſe: apply the ſame 


balance to other ſubjects. Though no 


partiſan of oppoſition, ſome things in the 


conduct of the preſent miniſters I can- 
not but diſapprove: and without being 
an invariable ſupporter of adminiſtration, 
I think the minority have, in ſeveral in- 


ſtances, carried their oppoſition too far. 


I was 


FT: 

I was never a friend to the war, which, 
uninfluenced by intereſted motives, I 
believed from the commencement to be 
a miſtaken mode of effecting what go- 
vernment wiſhed to effect. I have never 
failed, upon proper occaſions, to avaib 
myſelf of the privilege of an Engliſhman 
in expreſſing my diſapprobation- On 
the other hand, it cannot be denied 
that the war was originally approved 
and ſupported by a large majority of 
the nation. The conteſt, it was gene- 
rally ſuppoſed, would ſoon be decided; 
and the opportunity was conſidered fa- 
vorable to retaliate upon France, for her 
interference in our American diſputes: 
Our government encouraged this idea; 
which the nation eagerly adopted. I 
have repeatedly peruſed the correſpon- 
dence and the papers publiſhed at the 
time of the rupture; and F am convinced 
that England, had ſhe been willing, might, 
with infinite advantage to herſelf, have 
avoided: the conteſt. | | 
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After hoſtilities had actually commen- 


| ted. notwithſtanding my diſapprobation, I 


ſubſcribed without reluctance, for raiſing 


- ſeamen and volunteers. The majority of 


the nation having decided for war, I 
conſidered it in ſome degree the duty 
of the minority to acquieſce. I never 


approved the violent and indiſcriminate 


oppoſition of Mr. Fox and his party: 
had they conducted themſelves with more 
coolneſs and temper, --we fhould, per- 
haps, have congratulated each other on 
an earlier termination -of this unhappy 
conteſt. Moderate men, who diſapprove 


the war, are yet afraid to commit them- 


ſelves to the councils of Mr. Fox and 
Mr. Sheridan, the Dukes of Norfolk and 
Bedford. | | : 


Such, whether right or wrong, have 
been my political opinions and conduct, 
ſo far as I have thought it neceſſary to in- 
nn the reader. I have no party vie ws 


in 


in this publication ; but come forward 
as a moderate, and independant En- 
gliſhman, actuated by no other motive 
than a deſire of being uſeful, to my 
country ; united with that anxious wiſh 


for peace, which, in eyery humane boſom, 


ou gn . to ue | 


1 have no wiſh, to diſguiſe 785 1 am 


in ſome meaſure intereſted on the ſide 


of peace: yet I requeſt the reader will 
believe, that the ſentiments ſubmitted 
to his conſideration, are the ſentiments 


of a man deſirous to promote the 


proſperity of our hitherto happy -iſland ; 
and in that view only, to weigh at- 
tentively the ee which / will be 
: produced. 


The deſign of this publication is to 


point out, in as plain a manner as poſſi- 
ble, that it is ſtill in our power to obtain 
a ſpeedy peace, with a fair probability of 
its being durable. I would not be un- 


Kerlen 
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derſtood to ſay, that ſuch a peace can n be 
effected without ſacrifices, which many 
may conſider important; but that we 
have really the power to remove theſe 
difficulties, and that the ſacrifices I pro- 
poſe, conſiſt entirely of objects which, 
in truth, we ought never to have had 
in our poſſeſſion; which, therefore, it 
would be ſo far from diſgraceful or diſ- 
advantageous to concede, that we ſhould 
acquire folid advantages by reſigning 
them: inaſmuch as, by ſecuring the-good- 
will of every foreign nation, we might 
be enabled to preſerve a perpetual peace 
with the whole world. 


Here the reader will pauſe, and ſe- 
riouſly aſk himſelf: Whether, if my 
ſtatement can be fairly eſtabliſhed, I am 
not warranted in aſſerting, that peace 7s 
W in our 0WN Poroer. 


er. we examine the tn 1 
will FS: a few impartial obferva- 
tions 


1 
tions on the relative poſitions of England 
and France. It may be bad policy to en- 
tertain an idea of our ſituation very diffe- 
rent from the =_” 


Protected as we are _ a big diser 
ſpirit, by a fleet ſuperior to the navy of 
the whole world, and by a very conſider- 
able army compoſed of excellent troops; 
I cannot believe that a ſerious impreſſion 
can be made upon this iſland by any force 
which it may be poſſible for the enemy 
to bring acroſs the channel. If we are 
weaker in Ireland: if a real attack be 
meditated or attempted on that iſland, 
the paſſage is longer; and as our fleets 

will be vigilant, I am not diſpoſed, upon 

the whole, to fear much en invaſion 
in wy N | 


There iS, „ a point wherein 
we certainly appear to be more vulner- 
able; and where neither our gallantry nor 
our activity can avail us. We poſſeſs a 
| | large 


— 
3 


E 


large ſhare of the commerce of the 


world. From this commerce we de- 


rive a conſiderable ſhare of our revenue. 
Now it muſt be granted, that, the nu- 
merous, active, and enterpriſing people 
with whom we are at war, who have no 
ſuch commerce to defend, but are in all 
points ready to attack whatever is not well 
guarded, will be able, with little more 
than their own peace eſtabliſhment, - to 
compel us to maintain ſo large a force 
by ſea and land, for protecting ourſelves 
and our trade, as will of neceſſity oblige 


us to an expenditure exceeding our in- 


come; and ſooner or later annihilate our 


public credit. 


The truth of this aſſertion no man can 
ſeriouſly deny; I have never heard it 
otherwiſe anſwered, than by vague re- 
flections on the French directory that 


their finances were in a ſtate as bad as our 


own; and that in the courſe of events ſome 
occurrence would ariſe in our fayour. The 
5 | | only 


„„ 

only chance of the latter expectation muſt 
be founded on internal commotions in 
France; which, though they may occur 
at ſome period or other, will not, I fear, 
happen early enough, or be of ſufficient 
importance to facilitate a peace, be- 
fore our finances are reduced to a very 
| low ebb. The chapter of accidents ap- 
pears rather againſt than for us; it being. 
more probable, that we ſhall ſuffer from 
an invaſion of Portugal or of Ireland, 
than that we ſhall reap the benefit of any 


internal agitation in France. 


England then ſtands with an immenſe 
trade, which ſhe can only defend, at an. 
enormous e, EN 


| With reſpect to the ſituation of France, 
I will extract a paragraph from the newſ- 
paper entitled the Evening Mail, of Friday 
the gth of March laſt: only remarking. 
that this paper is not unfriendly to ad-. 


miniſtration. — A Ern under the 
| title 


2 i 
— 


_ of every field, and the labour of every 


. 

title of Conſiderations upon the State of 
Public Affairs, is about to meet the 
public eye, and is attributed to the pen 
of Lord Auckland. Extract from it.— 


I think there is but one ſafe and honour- 


able way of eonſidering the French at 
this period; namely; as poſſeſſing the 
moſt powerful empire in Europe, placed 
under the controul of the moſt deſpotic 
government: I behold this government 
wielding the whole phyſical means and 
power of the nation, without moral 
reſtraint or limit, employing the whole 
reſource and population of their country, 
without obſtacle or embarraſſment from 
any law, cuſtom, or immunity; with. 
out any ſcruple from their own mind, or 


fear from the ſpirit of liberty in the pub- 


he mind. In their conqueſts they are 
ſtill more (if more is poſſible) uncon- 
trouled, unſcrupulous, and abſolute. The 
whole univerſal power and produce of 
the old and new territory, the growth 


arm, 


. 


arm, is placed at the diſcretion and arbi- 


trament of this remorſeleſs ſovereign: 
whatever moves or grows upon the 
whole ſurface of his - dominion. is his 
army, or his magazine, &c.. 


3 


Whether the printer had authority to. 


quote Lord Auckland's name, or not, 


is immaterial. But this definition of the 
French power is not far from the truth ; 


and ought reaſonably to point out to our 


ſerious attention, that if our ſtrength 
be great, yet we have no common enemy 
to combat. 
Upon the whole, J believe this a fair 
ſtatement of our reſpective fituations ; 


England can hardly defend, but at too 
great an expence, her vaſt trade; and 
France, with little more than her own 


peace eſtabliſhment, can oblige England 
to maintain a conſiderable war eſta- 
bliſhment—France may be checked in 


her career by internal commotions, 


which, 


TY 
which, however, may not ſpeedily hap- 
pen. | : 

From theſe circumſtances ariſes a moſt 
important queſtion—ſhall we filently 
content ourſelves with continuing the 
war, in confident dependance on our own 


bravery, and in the faint and diſtant ex- 


pectation of ſome fortunate occurrence in 
our favour, - which at laſt may never 
ariſe? or, ſhall we endeavour to obtain 


peace, by propoſing ſome ſacrifices on 


our own part; provided theſe facrifices 
be not diſgraceful, and a fair probability 
remains of preſerving our hitherto proſ- 


perous condition? 


If it be our choice to continue the 
war, in expectation of ſome favourable 
event, it will become neceſſary to re- 


gulate our expences upon a different 


fyſtem. From the rich ſtill larger con- 
tributions muſt be required: nor will all 
be ſufficient, unleſs ſome general defen- 
ſive 


L 7 3 
five armament can be ſupported at 4 
ſmall expence. 


| if the attainment of peace be attempt- 
ed, I ſhould not be perfectly fatisfied with 
fuch a termination of hoſtilities as would 
oblige us to continue an enormouſly 
expenſive eſtabliſhment. I wiſh, if poſ- 


fible, for a peace with ſome. degree of 


conciliation. . The difficulties which op- 
poſe it, may, I think, be removed, by 


adopting meaſures, little mortifying to 


our feelings, and by no means detrimental 
to our intereſt. | 


Ihe facrifices to be propoſed are un- 
important in compariſon with the ad- 


vantages which would accrue. They are, 


moreover, of ſuch à nature, as would 
convince every reaſonable perſon in Eu- 


rope, that England not only deſires an end 

of the preſent war, but that her. ultimate 

object in future i is, en Pe with 
all the world. | 
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' Having thus cleared my ground, and 


introduced my opinions to the reader, I 


proceed to the ſteps for procuring this 
moſt deſirable J's with ſome de 3 of 
conciliation. 


8 * 


The firſt is, that the title of King 


of France be diſcontinued by his Ma- 


jeſty. For this purpoſe, I would not 
await the formal ſanction of a treaty. If 


an act of parliament be neceſſary, I recom- 


mend the introduction of a bill, the pre- 


amble to which might be expreſſedin terms 
ſimilar to the following: Whereas 


the government of France has been chan- 


ged from a regal to a republican form; 


and whereas it is foreſeen that the title, 


held by his Majeſty, of King of France, 
may be an obſtacle to the reſtoration of 
peace between the two countries : his 
Majeſty, anxious to remove ſuch ob- 
ſtacle, has ſignified his deſire, that an act 
of parliament be paſſed for that purpoſe : 
and it is accordingly hereby enacted, de 

Could 


TW 1 
Could our adminiſtration be prevailed 


upon to introduce ſuch a bill, I am per- 
ſuaded a moſt deciſive blow would be 
given to the ruling powers in France. 


This conduct would furniſh ſuch an un- 
equivocal proof of the ſincere. defire of 
England for peace, that they would find 
it impoſſible longer to continue that 
inveteracy againſt us in the minds of the 
people, which has been hitherto their 
great 1 


I cannot but conſider it of the utmoſt 


importance, that ſuch an act ſhould be 
paſſed without delay. The object in it- 
ſelf is of no real value: and without the 
aid of a prophetic ſpirit, I think I may 


hazard the opinion, that we muſt either 


give up this harmleſs feather,” (as Mr. 
Pitt very properly termed it in the Houſe 
of Commons) or reſign ourſelves to the 


gloomy proſpect of everlaſting. war. For 


who can ſuppoſe it poſſible, that the 


F. rench. republic will ever make peace 
B 5: with 


FE @ } 


with a —_ fiyling himſelf King of 
F. rance . 


I wil Bete ctly add, ane: whatever 
importance the reader may annex to this 
title of our ſovereign, it cannot be reaſon- 
ably denied, that the diſcontinuance might 
tend to conciliate the French nation, and 
would certainly be no diminution of our 
national eee 1 5 4 


The end ſtep 1 recommend, is, to 
enter into ſome treaty, immediate, or as 
early as poſſible, with Denmark or Swe- 
den, or Ruſſia or America, propoſing 
that, in future, neutral ſhips conflitute 
neutral property, except in 3 caſes 
of contraband trade. 


England has ctrl claimed and 
exerciſed, in time of war, a right of ſei- 
Zing and condemning the property of 
enemies, when found on board neutral 
ſhips of any nation. Imitating the ex- 
Sky dn. ample 


L =] 
Ane of England, France and Spain of 
courſe have done the fame: but I under- 
ſtand they have repeatedly expreſſed their 
readineſs to give up this point, provided 
England would alſo Wert M.A its relin- 
quiſhment. | RD OO 


England * moſt S on the 
ſeas, her government has Judged it politic 
to maintain the point, in direct oppoſi- 
tion to Ruſſia, Sweden, Denmark, Hol- 
land, and America; who all, in turn, 
have warmly attempted its abolition. We 
remember the armed neutrality, ſet on 
foot by the late Empreſs of Ruffia, in 
conjunction with Sweden and Denmark; 
which had this, and nothing elſe, for its 
object. We remember, alſo, the bit- 
ter complaints we. have received, on the 
ſame ſubject, from Holland, and from 
the United States of America. 


It would, perhaps, be too great pre- | 
ſumption in a private individual, poſitively 
| | B © i ; to 


to aſſert, that a point ſo ſtrenuouſly main- 
tained by the Britiſh government, in de- 
fiance of the remonſtrances of all other 
nations, is not important to our intereſts: 
it may have importance and advantages 

which I have not been able to diſcover, 
but after having made the beſt enquiries 
in my power, the reſult has been a ſtrong 
conviction in my own mind, that fo far 
from being any loſs, its conceſſion would, 
in the preſent ſtate of things, be conſi- 
derably in our favor. I do not pretend 
to determine whether, in times paſt, it 
has or has not been for the benefit of 
England to ſupport this right; but at 
preſent, its exerciſe operates upon the 
whole againſt us: and Iam perſuaded, if 
we could agree to abandon it entirely, a 
conſiderable advance would be made to- 
wards that perpetual peace, which, we 
are told, is one day to take place. | 


If England and France cha to be at | 
war, I would aſk any reafonable and mo- 
derate 
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derate man, whether the Engliſhman or 
Frenchman can with greater propriety 
break into a Daniſh ſhip than into a Da- 
niſh houſe. We ſhould be aſhamed to 
attempt by land what we boaſt of doin g 
by ſea. The. French, indeed, have by 
land lately acted upon a ſimilar principle; 
and we reproach them for their conduct; 
but can we do ſo with ftri& propriety, 
merely becauſe the caſe of ſeizing ene- 
mies property on land is not to be found 
in any writer upon the laws of nations? 


There is another view in which we 
may conſider this ſubject ; and which is, 
perhaps, in the opinion of many per- 
ſons of greater importance. We will 
ſuppoſe it univerſally agreed, that neutral 
| ſhips ſhould carry goods in time of war 
without moleſtation. In the firſt place, 
I think we ſhould, have 20 war: but 
if in this aſſertion I aſſume too much ; ad- 
mitting that we unavoidably do co | 
in war, our agriculture would ſtill be at- 
B 4 tended” 
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tended to, and our manufactures flouriſn; 


66 } 


our inſular ſituation would enable us to 
defend ourſelves againſt invaſion; and 
our navy would defend our colonies. 
Surely, wars would be leſs frequent; and 
Great- Britain would gain more than ſhe 
would loſe, by relinquiſhing this ſyſtem, 
and complying with the deſire of almoſt 
every other nation. | 


When the propoſitions i men- 


tioned have been acceded to; that is, 


when his Majeſty ſhall have conſented to 
diſcontinue the title of © King of France; 
and when it ſhall in ſome decided way 


have been agreed, or propoſed to agree, 


that neutral ſhips conſtitute neutral pro- 
perty, on condition that France and Spain 
accord ;—then, and not till then, I pro- 
poſe to offer terms of peace to France, 


upon the principle of reſigning, both to 


herſelf and to her — 1 1 all our conqueſts 
vithout reſerve. | 


This 


{ 25 } 


This propoſal, perhaps, would be more 


likely to ſucceed, if tranſmitted by 2'com- 
mon meſſenger, than through the hands 
of Lord Auckland 'or Lord Malmeſbury. 


It ſhould be explicit, and expreſſed in 


terms not unlike the following: His 


Majeſty the King of Great-Britain, hav- 


ing found by repeated experience how 


much His defire for the reftoration of 


peace has been miſunderſtood or miſcon- 
ſtrued, upon occaſion of the negociations 
which took place ſome time-paſt in Paris 
and in Liſle, has thought it a duty owing 
to his affectionate and faithful ſubjects, to 
_ ſignify in this public manner, that after 
having ſpontaneouſly removed ſome things 
which it has been judged might prove ob- 
ſtructions to the-reftoration of peace, he 
has come to the reſolution of declaring, 


that he is diſpoſed to treat of peace upon 


the principle of reſtoring to France, Spain, 


and Holland, all the conqueſts Great- 


Britain has made from thoſe powers. His 


Majeſty confiderin g further, of how much 


importance 


„„ 
ff 4 * 
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importance it is, that he ſhould not be 
again miſunderſtood, thinks it eſſential to 
add, that the reſtoration of all his conqueſts 
is- the abſolute ultimatum of his propoſals 


for peace: that he can never agree to 
make any compenſation for the ſhips 
taken or deſtroyed at Toulon (which has 
been demanded); or to any other con- 


ceſſion or ſacrifice, however unimportant 


in its nature. It will be a great ſatisfac- 
tion to him, if it ſhall be found poſſible 


for Great-Britain to maintain the accuſ- 


tomed relations of amity and commerce | 


with the republic of France, provided 


they can be maintained without hazard- 


ing the conſtitutions. of Great Britain and 
Ireland, which the King is determined to 
defend to the lateſt moment of his life. | 


| Such a declaration, publihed irt in 
England, and afterwards tranſmitted to 
France by a common meſſenger, and not 

by any great diplomatic character, would, 
in my opinion, have more weight than 
| any 
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1 
any other mode of negociation in pro- 
ceuring peace with the French directory. 


That the preſent wiſh of the directory 
cannot be in favour of pacification with 
England, will ſearcely be doubted. It is 


not for their individual intereſt to make 


peace, becauſe they would no longer have 
a pretence for keeping together ſo formi- 
dable an army. On the other hand, the 
French people at large are diſpoſed to 
peace: and the reaſon which has pre- 
vented the effect of this general diſpoſi- 
tion, ariſes, in part, from the cireum- 


ſtance of the Engliſh nation being con- 


ſidered the cauſe of the greateſt calamities 
in which they have been involved; and, 
in part, from the artifices of the direc- 
tory, who evidently with to prolong the 
war. | 2 | — 8 

In this country, men differ in opinion 
with reſpect to the commencement of the 
war; but no ſuch diverſity of opinion 


ſubſiſts 


EC. | 
fubſiſts in France: there, they almoſt 
unanimouſly believe England the aggreſ- 

for, for the purpoſe of conqueſt; which 
_ Fenders it more eaſy for the directory 
to perſuade the people that we are their 
bittereſt enemies. But if propoſals were 
offered, incapable of miſconſtruction, they 
would either terminate the war, or make 
the directory unpopular, to GRE ſub- 
verſive of their power. 


Terms from England would not come 
like terms from Sardinia, or Tuſcany, or 
Naples: they would come from a nation, 
able indeed, if compelled, to continue 
the war, I truſt, for years; but deſirous, 
if poſſible, of terminating hoſtilities; and 
even willing to make ſome ſacrifices, as 
proofs of her ſincere dif, 12 


What loſs would England ſuffer bs 


ſuch a peace? I anſwer, without a mo- 


ment's heſitation, ſhe would loſe nothing 


worth contending for, and ſhe would 


gain 
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| gain. every thing: her immenſe debt 
might yet be fairly liquidated : her com- 
merce would be more poglnerably than 
ever. 


|. The lot of England, in conſequence of 
the peace I am. pleading; for, is almoſt 
certain: ſhe will have cut off one chief 
ſource of the diſcords which had before 
ariſen with foreign nations ; and reſting 
herſelf once again upon her much-im- 
proved agriculture, her ſuperior manu- 
factures, and her extenſive commerce, ſhe 
will feel the propriety, and even the ne- 
ceflity, of avoiding all continental connec- 
tions: ſhe will never more have occaſion to 
ſtimulate, at her coſt, Auſtria or Pruſſia 
againſt France, or France againſt any 
other power: ſhe may, in that reſpect, 

imitate Denmark, and Sweden, and Ame- 
rica, and may fay to all the continental 
powers—fight on, my good friends, if 
you chuſe: I am heartily ſorry for your 
difterences : but no more Engliſh guineas 
| Will 
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will be fcattered: England reſigns fon 
ever the e . of balance - maſter 


general. 


The lot of the French people is very 


far from being ſo certain: they have 


many formidable difficulties to contend 
with, before they eſtabliſh a government 
of long duration. But whatever may be 


their ſtruggles, England ought to be, 


and ought n to have n a _—— 
1 8 


nile we are deliberntin gon the con- 
ceſſions neceſſary to obtain peace, al- 
though we may conſider that titles and 
points of honour were worthy contention 
when our commerce was comparatively 
trifling, and our agriculture miſerable; 
we ought alſo to reflect upon the changes 
which have taken place within the laſt 
fifty years. Our agriculture has moved 
forward with gigantic ſtrides : our ma- 


nufactures ſurpaſs . our com- 


merce 


1 
merce extends to every corner of the 
globe. 


In ſuch circumſtances, and with ſuch 
advantages, can it be prudent for us to 
hazard every thing by the continuance of 
a deſtructive war, with a nation, our-next 
_ neighbour; in point of numbers, our 
ſuperior; in point of force, our equal; 
herſelf in a convulſed ſtate, and capable, 
from deſperation, of doing us conſiderable 
injury? Shall we not rather uſe our beſt 
endeavours to end the conteſt, by pro- 
poſing ſuch terms, and taking ſuch ſteps 

as are reaſonably within our power ? 


The reader will naturally enquire, what 
fair objections may be offered to the exe- 
cution of the plan ſuggeſted. In reply 
to ſuch a queſtion, I will candidly com- 
municate all I have been able to collect, 
after the minuteſt enquiry. 2 


With 


1 

With reſpect to the reſignation of the 
title of King of France, I have never 
once heard the ſmalleſt objection; al- 
though, in the courſe of converſation, 1 
have purpoſely introduced the ſubject in 
preſence of ſeveral perſons, who them- 
ſelves poſſeſſed: titles. The general opi- 
nion ſeems to be, that the King of Great 
Britain and Ireland can add nothing to 
his real dignity by the additional title of 
King of France. | 


With reſpe& to neutral ſhips being 
permitted to ſail without interruption in 
time of war ; many perſons have remark- 
ed, that this meaſure appeared to con- 
tract the dominion, and yield the ſupe- 
riority of the Britiſh nation upon the ſeas. 
] confeſs, it ſtruck me at firſt in the ſame 
light. But I have yet met with no one 
perſon with whom I have had an oppor- 
tunity of converſing upon the ſubject, 
who has not, like myſelf, become a con- 
vert to the opinion, that England ought 

no 


f 33 


no longer to maintain this point : may, 
who were at firſt alarmed at the idea, 
have ſince acknowledged, that, indepen- 
dently of any neceſſity to relinquiſh it 
for pacific ends, the poſitive advantage 
of England dictates its e e for 


Ever. 


To the reſignation of our conqueſts, 
without exception, I have not lately 

heard any ſerious obſtacle mentioned. In- 
deed, it ſeems to be a commonly received 
opinion, that Lord Malmeſbury had in- 
ſtructions, when at Liſle, to proceed to 
this length, provided he could have ob- 
tained peace by the conceſſion. The 
haughty conduct of the French directory, 
affording proof that they were adverſe to 
any terms of peace whatever, prevented 
this e En being made. N 


I can with ſafety affirm, that after the 
moſt carefal enquiry, I have not been 
able to collect a ſingle objection to either 
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of my three propoſitions, which, when 


impartially weighed, I could conſider of 
the leaſt ſolidity; eſpecially when com- 
pared with the important advantages 


placed in the aN ſcale. 


py ſhould not, however, ſpeak the whole 
truth, conſiſtently with my wiſhes, if I 


paſſed unnoticed three objections upon | 


the ground of negociating in general, 
which, in the courſe. of my enquiries, I 


have repeatedly heard. 


„The firſt is, 1 it would attain no 
Ver purpoſe to offer any propoſals, un- 
til the French directors diſcover a diſpo- 
ſition for peace. To this I reply, that if 


we are inclined to wait the better diſpo- 


ſition of the directory, we muſt remain 


contented with eternal war. Nothing is 


clearer to my own mind, than that it is 
for the individual intereſt of the five di- 
rectors to continue war with England, 
The plan I have lain before the reader 


reſts 


EF 
reſts upon other grounds: it means to 
eſtabliſh an intereſt with the French na- 
tion ; which would, I think, overthrow, 
or at leaft counter-balance the peculiar 
intereſt of the directors. | 


Another objection I have heard, is, 
that any commencement of propoſals ex- 
cept in the old way of open negociation, 
would be conſidered by the nation as 
humbling ourſelves to a haughty enemy. 
In reply, I aſk : Are the articles which 1 
have ſtated in any degree ſo humiliating 
as was the grant of American indepen- 
dence? A meaſure which few people will 
now venture to condemn. The title, in 
ſome way or other, muſt be yielded; and 
J conceive it would be reſigned with a 
better grace in this way, than by an ab- 
folute treaty. I am not an advocate for 
unneceſſary humiliation ; and would ra- 
ther loſe many drops of my blood, than 
{ſurrender to the enemy a fingle picture 
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or ſtatue, however inſignificant might be 


its value. 


The third objection is, thas peace 
would be unavailing, while the govern- 
ment of France remains as it is; becauſe 
we ſhould be inundated with French 
people, who would be perpetually in- 
ſulting us. Ianſwer, that whenever we 
make peace, we may experience incon- 


veniences of this nature for ſome time; 


but I believe, by continuing the alien act, 
and by ſuch other meaſures as may be 
occaſionally found neceſſary, all ſerious 


inconveniences will be obviated. Beſides, 


peace has been already twice propoſed by 
our, government : conſequently, this ob- 
jection does not peculiarly attach to my 
Propoſitions, 


In declaring thus hien my ſenti- 
ments, I truſt my wiſh for peace has not 
betrayed me into a deſire that improper 
facrifices ſhould be made. I am uncon- 

ſcious. 


1 
ſcious of having propoſed any conceſſions 
but ſuch as I could eaſily imagine the 
guardian angel of England would propoſe 
to the guardian angel of France. The 
ſacrifices in themſelves are not unreaſon- 
able; and would Kill leave us in a capa- 


city to ſupport the character of a great, a 


reſpected, and a happy nation. 


The reſignations I have propaſed are, 


perhaps, in themſelves proper, although 
I may not have ſupported their expe- 


diency by the, beſt arguments. What- 


ever meaſures we purſue, we muſt always 
expect oppoſition from the French di- 


rectory, ſo far as they can venture to op- 
poſe: we ſhould, therefore, be prepared 


for every cavil on their part, But I hope, 
by coolneſs and by firmneſs, we ſhall, in 
ſpite of themſelves, oblige them to peace. 


By ſuch a conduct towards theſe gen- 
tlemen, we ſhould much better attain our 
purpoſe than by perſonal and acrimonious 
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_ aQtually reap ſome poſitive advantage. 
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invectives; which, I am perſuaded, they 


are not diſpleaſed to obſerve in our par 


liamentary ſpeeches. Our fpeakers do 
not ſufficiently conſider how much the 


directory make a merit with their coun- 
trymen of being perſonally abuſed by the 
government of England. 


J have thus, according to my beſt abi- 
lities, offered a plan for peace ; which, if 
it could be carried into execution, might 
leave England ſtill proſperous and happy. 
J hope the reader has been convinced, 
that to obtain ſuch a peace is not only 
poſiible, but probable ; provided England 
will adopt the means in her power, with 


reſpect to the terms, and the mode of 


negociation. I am myſelf ſo firmly per- 
fuaded of the efficacy of this plan, that I 
ſhould with the utmoſt readineſs ſtake my 
life upon the iſſue. I wiſh heartily the ex- 
periment could be made, and the rather, 
as by each ftep taken, England would 


I, 


[ w 1] 


If, however, we ſhould be diſap= 


pointed. If after ſuch an attempt, peace 
could not be obtained. If, contrary to 
every reaſonable expectation, the French 
directory ſhould be able to keep their 
ground, and the French nation ſhould 


maintain their animoſity againſt us; I can. 
only ſay, the man muſt be devoid of 


every feeling, and be in truth, a baſtard 
Briton, who would not ſpend his laſt 
guinea, and ſhed the laſt drop of his 


blood, in defence of his King and his 


Country. 
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